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FamilyForward is at the forefront of working with vulnerable children and families in our community. We know children 
thrive in safe families, and we work to ensure a stable and nurturing home that helps them succeed.

A significant milestone for the future of supporting our community took place this fall with the purchase of property that 
will become home to FamilyForward’s expanded Developmental Trauma Center campus.  

The 9.5-acre site located on the edge of North St. Louis County includes two existing buildings totaling more than 41,000 
square feet of space, allowing us to enlarge our geographic footprint and serve more children and families in the region. 
The two existing buildings will be renovated and sit in a park-like setting surrounded by green space, walking paths, and 
recreational areas that can be used by clients and staff. 
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U PDATE

December provides an occasion to assess 

the challenges and achievements of 

the past 12 months and look forward to 

opportunities for the coming year. 

When we developed our Strategic Plan 

in 2018, we committed to aligning the 

organization with developmental trauma 

to best understand and address abuse, 

neglect, prevention, and treatment. During 

this time, we have seen an increase in the 

need for our services and the clients we 

serve. 

With your continued commitment to 

supporting children and families in the 

community, FamilyForward invested in 

property that will become the home of our 

Developmental Trauma Center campus.  

We are now uniquely positioned to support 

even more children and families impacted 

by neglect and abuse because of our staff ’s 

hard work, strategic guidance from our 

board members, and strong, unwavering 

support from our donors and partners.

Our community is at a turning point, 

and the need to help is greater than 

ever. Regardless of your role with 

FamilyForward, each of you is an essential 

part of our next chapter. I can’t wait to see 

what the future holds for FamilyForward! 

Happy holidays!

Dear friends,

Karen Nolte
Chief Executive Officer,  
FamilyForward

Thanks,
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How You
 Can Help

For information on ways you can 
support FamilyForward, contact  
Jessica Dederer at  
jessica.dederer@familyforwardmo.org.
familyforwardmo.org.

VOLUNTEER  MATCHING 
GIFTS

MAJOR
GIFTS

COMPASS  
GIVING CLUB



“The impactful 
work for children 
and families that 
will take place 
at this campus is 
the realization 
of our vision and 
will bolster our 
community for 
generations to come.
- Karen Nolte, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
FamilyForward
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TR ANS FORM          ISS U E . 13 ·  W IN T E R 2 0 21

C O N T I N U E  F R O M  P . 1

Construction and remodeling are scheduled to begin in early 2022 and continue until the campus opens in the late summer
or early fall of 2022.

FamilyForward is embarking on this development because the need for trauma prevention and treatment services in our
region is great – and growing. We continue to experience increases in the number of children and families served, with clients
experiencing waiting lists for our services. We will be uniquely positioned to continue providing the leadership required to
address the complexities of child abuse and neglect and educate others once construction is completed.

The new campus will allow us to integrate all developmental trauma services in one location, increase our overall capacity
and expand services for children and families by serving 50 percent more children and families by 2026. The campus will
include an Early Childhood Center with an expanded Therapeutic Preschool, allowing us to support more young children who 
have experienced trauma.

We will continue to grow staff and expand our high-quality training and education opportunities by becoming a regional hub 
for understanding and treating childhood trauma for professionals who work with children impacted by abuse or neglect.

Our vision is to lead the region in providing innovative solutions that help children and families lead safer, healthier lives. 
This campus is another crucial step in making our vision a reality, and we are thankful for the resources and steadfast support 
from our community to make it possible. For additional information and to learn ways to help, contact Jessica Dederer at 
Jessica.Dederer@familyforwardmo.org.
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WORKING TOGETHER TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES 

The Thompson family came to us in late 2019 for parent coaching but were facing 

much more dire issues within a few months due to the pandemic. They endured the 

stress of lost jobs, three children aged seven, nine, and 13 struggling because of 

a lack of structure at school, and mental health issues that began to bubble to the 

surface. And then.. .a car accident that took away their one source of income. 

FamilyForward was there to walk alongside them throughout this challenging 

time. We provided them with mental health services, supplied each child with 

a Chromebook for online learning, and helped with car repairs. Our dedicated 

staff continues to work with each family member – helping to strengthen their 

relationships with one another and have fun as a family again. 

Thank you for the confidence you’ve already placed in FamilyForward. Please 

consider making a year-end gift so that together we can be the difference between a 

setback and a step ahead.

EDITORIAL INFORMATION

FamilyFor ward Transform  is published to fur ther our mission 

and to acknowledge our partners in achieving this mission. Client 

confidentiality is essential: names of clients have been changed 

and photos are stock photos , unless we have received cl ient 

authorization to do otherwise. For corrections or questions, please 

contact the Development department at 314 .534 .9350 or via email 

at chris.trahan@familyforwardmo.org.

Jessica Dederer

Chief Development Officer

Emma Vonder Haar

Graphic Designer

Chris Trahan

Marketing and Communications  

Director

Our Impact
5,478 children, their families, and 

community members were served by 
FamilyForward in 2020

5,478
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“The staff has been so welcoming and 

understanding in helping my daughter 

overcome her behaviors, primarily due 

to trauma. When COVID hit , and the 

schools closed, I didn’t think there was 

any hope for her. But she was able to 

attend the therapeutic preschool, and 

it ’s really changed her life. She is back at 

her school and excelling in her studies. 

FamilyForward is a life saver for our 

family!” FamilyFor ward Client

THE ROCKET BALL

Join us, in-person, Saturday, February 12, 2022, for our Rocket Ball at the 

Union Station Hotel in downtown St. Louis. This beautiful venue offers 

an evening you won’t forget and is expansive enough to allow for a safe 

gathering. Your attendance helps support children and families in our 

community. 

Visit familyforwardmo.org/rocket-ball for event and ticket information. 

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, February 12, 2022 ��| St. Louis Union Station Hotel

ALBERICI CONSTRUCTORS GROWS HOPE

A solid supporter for more than 6 years, Alberici employees aren’t afraid to get their hands dirty. 

Several employees from the company came out Saturday, September 11, to help transform an open 

space in South St. Louis city into a beautiful therapeutic garden. The garden, designed with input from 

a team of FamilyForward therapists, will be used by the children and families we support.  

Alberici is a firm believer in giving back to the community. Senior Project Manager Earl Ming 

volunteers on the FamilyForward Governance Board. On behalf of Alberici Constructors, Earl 

presented a $1,000 donation to support kids and families in the St. Louis area.
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Governance 
Board
Juliane M. Praiss 
President

Matt Harvey
Advisor to President, 
Vice President, Board 
Affairs

Christopher Reid
President Elect, 
Vice President, Programs

Douglas R . Beach
Secretary, Advocacy Board 
Liaison

Charles Woods
Treasurer, Vice President, 
Finance

Jan L . Hess
Vice President, Human 
Resources

Matt Burkemper
Vice President, 
Development 

Megan Bittle
Brian Clevinger, PhD
Rebecca Daming
Michael DiSalvo
Steven Goldstein 
Salvador Hernandez
Matt Hunt
Timothy Leon
Gregg J. Lepper
Earl Ming
Laura Overturf
Aki Puryear, MD
William C. Stude

Karen E. Nolte
Chief Executive Officer

TR ANS FORM           ISS U E . 13 ·  W IN T E R 2 0 21

T hank You!
$1,000,000 & ABOVE

Private Donor

$100,000 & ABOVE

United Way of Greater St. 
Louis

$50,000 - $99,999

The Boeing Company
Herman T. and Phenie R.Pott 

Foundation 

$25,000 - $49,999
Charity Clothing Pickup
Jefferson Foundation
Lutheran Foundation of St. 

Louis
Marillac Mission Fund
Mildred Herbert and Julian 

Simon Foundation
Linda and Pete Werner*

$15,000 - $24,999

Brian and Vicki Clevinger*
Scott and Christine Homan | 

C&S Foundation*
Wayne C. Kaufmann 

Charitable Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999

Ernst & Young LLP
Jordan Charitable 

Foundation
Pettus Foundation
Spoehrer Family Charitable 

Trust/Jane Tschudy*
TEGNA Foundation
Jane Tschudy 2006 

Charitable Income Trust*

$5,000 - $9,999

Mary Gunther*
Donald and Patricia Imholz*
Alan and Julia Jones*
PayneCrest Electric, Inc.
Bill and Kerrie Stude*
Ticket to Dream Foundation
Watlow Enriching Lives 

Foundation
Chuck and Sherri Woods*
Kenneth and Beverly Young*

$2,500 - $4,999 

Bamboo Equity Partners
BNSF Railway Foundation
Tom and Merilee Curran*
Sean Donlin*
Jost Builders LLC
Arnold and Eleanor** Larson*
Joseph and Doris Lyons* | J & D 

Lyons Frozen Custard Inc. 
MedFiniti LLC
Bill and Paula Ott*
Private Donor
Greg and Marcia Stiff*
Women’s Independence 

Scholarship Program

$1,000 - $2,499 

Leonard Adewunmi*
Alberici Constructors, Inc.
Alper Audi, Inc.
Are We There Yet?, LLC
Douglas Beach and Deborah 

Henry*
Andy Berra*
CBIZ 
Clayco Construction Co.
The Clorox Company
Environmental Operations, 

Inc.
Jason and Rhonda Espy*
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. St. 

Louis
Peter Gunther*
John and Eleanor Heithaus*
Jan and Gabe Hess*
Sam and Pat** Hopmeier 

Charitable Fund at 
YouthBridge Community 
Foundation*

Husch Blackwell LLP
icon Mechanical
IWR North America
James and Margaret Kiley*
Koury Agency, Inc.
Richard and Judith Laitman*
Lottie’s Cafe of Illinois LLC
McBride Homes
Midland States Bank
Earl and Nikkisha Ming*
Mortenson | Alberici | L . 

Keeley
Peggy and Andy Newman*
Packaging Concepts, Inc.
Jim and Beth Phelps*

Juliane and Omri Praiss*
Saint Joseph Parish of 

Cottleville
Lora Schloemann*
Simmons Bank
Stone, Leyton & Gershman
TeleWiring, Inc.
TJ Wies Contracting, Inc.
Wies Drywall and 

Construction Corp.

$500 - $999

Valori Bring*
Nathan Emmons
Jerry Garrett
Jason Giovando
Richard Gnecco
Phyllis Hoff*
Marlene Hunter*
Christine Krueger*
Holly McCullen
Philip and Jeanne 

McDermott
PandA Foundation
Rebecca and Arno Perlow
Private Donor
QuikTrip Corporation
Isabel Sippo-Stockman and 

Terry Stockman
Jane and Jeff Taylor | Megan 

E. Taylor Fund
James and Carole Vaughn

$250 - $499
Affton Christian Church
Elizabeth Beach
Susan Bruker
Thomas and Mary Jo 

Cummins
Jessica and Rick Dederer*
Michele and Robert Dolan
David and Ramona Dunlap
Bryan and Kristine Ferrario*
Adam and Erika Irace
Knights of Columbus-

Dardenne Council #2273
Greg O’Brien
Yildirim and Ferda Omurtag
Private Donor*
William and Kathleen 

Schoenhard
Fan and Randy Tielking
Jennifer and Vilapong 

Vorachack

Winton Policy Group
Larry Zelenovich

$100 - $249
AJenn Abbott
AmazonSmile Foundation
Jim Bauer
Dr. Robert Bredin
Donna Campbell
Cigna
Rick and Melissa Coday
Linda and Jeffrey Cosper
Austin Craddock
Tom and Ruth Ferris*
Joe Fichter
Jack Gibbs
Peter and Connie Gonzalez
Greg Greenwald
Hank and Mary Ann Hale*
Linda Haley
Erin Hambrick and Thomas 

Brawner
David and Karen Hart
Matt and Kelly Harvey*
Michael Hayes
Anthony Henry
Pat Hommes
Melissa Jonson-Reid and 

Brett Drake
Mike and Lori Kirchhoff
Michael and Cathy Kohn
Carl Kohnen
Latifa Lewis and Daunte 

Harris
Marsh & McLennan 

Companies Inc.
Kevin and Lisa Maull
Marcia Mellitz
Rick Moeckel
Irene Mueller
Jillian Noltkamper
Performance Safety Group, 

Inc.
Emily Phelps and Hunter 

Ryan
Kyle Popelar
Thomas and Jane Potter
Private Donor
Patrick Reilly
Amy Rome and Henry 

Hummert
Deborah Rose
Iris and Gary Ross
Amy Rudolph
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Kelly Schweiss
Joe Sharamitaro
Rob Sieckhaus
Valerie Slaughter
Danielle Smith and Scott 

Thomas
Eric Stafford*
Marybeth Strauss
Chris Trahan
Laura Wasson
Hugh Young

UP TO $99

Bob and Rose Ahrens*
Kenneth Almond
Jacklyn Barron
Eryn Bassett
Scott Biason
Brad Biderman
Susan Boyd
Russell Brown
Sean Cameron
Kathy Carey
Andrew Clapper
Mark and Nancy 

Dendrinelis*
Kirsten Dietrich
Thomas Douglass
Heidi Dowgwillo
Mary Droste
Larry Duke*
eScrip Schnucks Program
Tracy Evans
Rosemary Fasl
Harriett and Larry Glazer*
Karen and Brian Grant
Joe Gutzler
Gayla and Patrick Hannon
Chris Hartman
John and Angela Heithaus*
Robb Hellwig
Scott Hendricks
Morgan and Tim Hodits
Christopher and Emily 

Hotard
Mike Huber
JC Penney
Sue Jolly Van Sant and 

Karey Van Sant
Larry Jost
Karen Kiefer
Stephanie Knoesel
Jackie Knolhoff
Kiley Kozel

Constance Laughlin
Kristen Leslie
Jake Loewenstein
Daniel Mauer
Chad Merryman
Judy Montgomery
Tyler and Amy Mullins
Dennis and Teresa Mullins
Peter Neidorff
Tina and Mike Nelson
Demon and Kim Parker
Paypal Charitable Giving 

Fund
Charlie Piotroski
Private Donor
John Reed
Dan and Lindsey Roberts
Nancy Rose
Len Ruzicka
Johanna Schillinger
James Schmitz
Renee Schwyhart
Jennifer Shaughnessy
Janet Shippee
Gary Stoff
UnitedHealth Group 

Employee Giving Campaign
Courtney Vallade Scavotto
Kelly Weiss
Kelly Wiethuchter
Jane Woodard
Jennifer Zaiz

IN KIND DONATIONS 

Helen Ahn
Backpacks for Success
Callaway Golf Company 

Foundation
Roberta Cox
Berto and Lauren Garcia*
Sarah Gunter
Mary Gunther*
Phyllis Hoff*
Christopher and Emily 

Hotard
Donald and Patricia Imholz*
Brian and Alicia Jett
Liz and Scott Johnson*
Krey Distributing Company
Bobbie and Marty Margalski
Mortenson | Alberici | L . 

Keeley
Lorna B. Nash
Kevin and Jeannine Nussbaum

PayneCrest Electric, Inc.
Jacqueline Payton
Jim and Beth Phelps*
Precoat Metals
Private Donor
Ready Readers
Six Flags St. Louis
Carrie Smith
St. Louis Union Station Hotel
St. Paul Lutheran School - 

Des Peres
Bill and Kerrie Stude*
Yvonne Tedder
Ticket to Dream
Tito’s Vodka
Watlow
Wellspent Brewing Company
Frederick and Donna 

Williamson

IN HONOR OF

Satonya Booker
Peggy and Andy Newman
PandA Foundation

Conway School
Dr. Robert Bredin

Paul and Stephanie De Chillis
Karen and Brian Grant

Carolyn Gold
Private Donor

Chris Hotard
Jerry Garrett

Klobe Family
Karen and Brian Grant

Katie Mullins
Kelly Wiethuchter

Dorothy Norland
Mary Droste

Murph and Eileen Reese
Mary Gunther

Kristin Shantz
Jacklyn Barron
Andrew Clapper
Jessica and Rick Dederer
Rosemary Fasl

Gayla and Patrick Hannon
Morgan and Tim Hodits
Kiley Kozel
Kristen Leslie
Tina and Mike Nelson
Performance Safety Group, 

Inc.
Private Donor
Dan and Lindsey Roberts
Kelly Schweiss
Jennifer Shaughnessy
Courtney Vallade Scavotto
Sue Jolly Van Sant and Karey 

Van Sant
Jane Woodard

Tracey Smith
Karen and Brian Grant

IN MEMORY OF 

Lois Commer Bredin
Dr. Robert Bredin

Elijah Jackson
Donna Campbell

Eleanor Larson
Jessica and Rick Dederer
Larry Duke
Pat Hommes
Arnold Larson
Daniel Mauer
Tina and Mike Nelson
Emily Phelps and Hunter 

Ryan
Juliane and Omri Praiss
Amy Rome and Henry 

Hummert
Janet Shippee
Isabel Sippo-Stockman and 

Terry Stockman
Winton Policy Group

Bill Leber
David and Ramona Dunlap

Phyllis McGinley
Erin Hambrick
Monica L. Neidorff
Peter Neidorff

Don Rothermich
Dennis and Terri Mullins

Terrill Smith
Tracy Evans
David and Karen Hart
Private Donor

Daniel Sokol
Constance Laughlin

Juanita Starks
Jessica and Rick Dederer
Christine Krueger
Jennifer and Vilapong 

Vorachack

Jayne Voss-Robinson
Marybeth Strauss

*Guardian Society Member
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for children and families

Transform
W IN T E R 2 0 21
ISSU E . 13

OUR VISION

FamilyForward leads the community in providing

innovative solutions for advancing safer, healthier

relationships for children and families.

OUR MISSION

FamilyForward moves vulnerable children in the 

direction of hope by delivering comprehensive 

therapeutic and educational services to support 

biological, foster, and adoptive families.

@ F A M I LY F O R W A R D M O

@ F A M I LY F O R W A R D M O

CON N ECT 
WITH US






